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Cover photograph by Vernon Whitlock. The log cabin at Offwell Woods - the ideal place for a winter walk!

It?s now six months since we set up Honiton & Village News and it is really amazing what remarkable people we 
have at the heart of our community and this edition ? our first of the new year - is full of inspirational and touching 
stories.  

We celebrate not only two outstanding women who have been awarded honours in the New Year Honours List 
but also two inspiring men who have been recognised by the President of France for their bravery in the Second 
World War. In fact this edition covers all ages - from the young people at Honiton Judo Club to readers who have  
reached, or nearly reached, their 100 year mark.  

We welcome people who are working in our town and in our villages, either by running businesses or by giving a 
great deal of their time in volunteering. All these people make such a difference to our everyday way of life. Our 
cover picture of Offwell Woods is another example of this ? run entirely by volunteers to provide and maintain a 
wonderful woodland for us all to enjoy. 

Finally we thank all our advertisers and those who donate funding in any way they can, without whom this 
magazine would not be able to survive. 

We are very proud to be a part of such a vibrant community; to play a small part in bringing people together and 
providing information on achievements and opportunities. If you are feeling inspired by the New Year, take a look 
at the number of groups and societies we have available and consider the appeals for help from local charities.  
Also take advantage of the wonderful entertainment we have available in various local venues.

It is truly evident that we are special people here in this corner of Devon ? and that?s what makes us all part of a 
special community. Keep letting us know what is important to you and what is happening in your area so that we 
can ensure we provide you with the news and stories you want to hear. 

A belated Happy New Year from all of us. 

Lyn Hargood, Chris Doran, Vernon Whitlock, Colin Wright, Katherine Ohlsen, Charles Pegman

WELCOME TO HONITON & VILLAGE NEWS -
the monthly magazine by the community for the community



NEW YEAR'S HONOURS
 Helen Reddy Awarded Order of the British Empire (OBE)

Honiton Gymnastics Club Coach and Board Director Helen Reddy has been 
awarded an Order of the British Empire Medal in the Queen?s New Years 
Honours list. Helen, who is also head of performing arts at Ivybridge Community 
College, has been awarded the honour in recognition of her Services to 
Educational Gymnastics. 

Formerly a gymnast herself, Helen took over the running of Honiton Gymnastics 
Club with Pam Burns and Emma Smith aged just 21.   

?This is a huge privilege and something that I never dreamed of being awarded" 
said Helen who is a Level 5 gymnastics coach, a tutor and internal verifier for 
British Gymnastics and also a gymnastics lecturer on the Exeter University 
PGCE course. ?Gymnastics has been a major part of my life for the past 37 years 
and something I love, so to be recognised in this way is an absolute honour.?  

Helen?s input into gymnastics goes far beyond being just a coach. Alongside 
coaching British Champions in acrobatic gymnastics at Honiton Gymnastics the 

Club, she has been a trailblazer in promoting and developing gymnastics in a school setting. She has helped in excess of 
10,000 students develop their gymnastics skills, mentored more than 800 teachers and provided guidance, resources and 
inspiration that has helped develop school gymnastics throughout the country.   

?This honour is about much more than me? added Helen. ?I?ve had some wonderful mentors throughout my career and I?m 
now surrounded by a team of dedicated coaches, helpers and supporters at Honiton Gymnastics Club and at Ivybridge 
Community College. They help make it possible for me to develop and promote the benefits of gymnastics to all children. I 
couldn?t do any of this without their continued support.?   

Helen?s award is designed to appreciate an individual or organisation that has gone ?above and beyond? in their specialist 
area. 

A driving force of health and wellbeing initiatives in Honiton was recognised in 
this year's New Year Honours List.  Heather Penwarden is to receive the British 
Empire Medal (BEM) for her work as Chair of The League of Friends of Honiton 
Hospital and for services to the community.

Heather, the figurehead of Honiton Dementia Action Alliance and the town?s 
acclaimed Memory Café, is a tireless advocate for those with dementia and their 
families. She is also a stalwart of the WI. In her role with the League of Friends 
she has been keen to emphasise the work carried out in the community as well 
as the local hospital.

Our reporter asked Heather what the award means to her and whether she had 
plans for 2020.  

?There are hundreds of people all over Honiton and the surrounding villages 
giving generously of their time and skills, forming the glue that sticks our 
community together. I genuinely feel very humble to have been nominated for 

this BEM Award, yet extremely proud to receive it on behalf of all those who volunteer in any shape or form in our 
wonderful community. I know that I have been very lucky with the amazing people who give so generously to all the 
particular organisations I belong to including the League of Friends, Honiton Memory Cafe, Honiton Dementia Action 
Alliance, the newly formed Honiton Health Matters and to the wonderful unsung heroines of the WI. Collectively we 
achieve so much and we can all be extremely proud of how we work together for the good of others.

We certainly have the ongoing challenge to keep fundraising for our Honiton Admiral Nurse who does such valuable work 
in supporting families living with dementia.  Through the League of Friends we will continue to support the hospital and all 
the community services provided from it. It is wonderful that we now have many more outpatient services working out of 
Honiton including increased capacity for chemotherapy in partnership with Force and now the weekly cardiology clinic. 
We will continue to stay in communication with our NHS and Social Service colleagues to support and promote more local 
health and care developments that bring services to us, rather than us having to make the trek into Exeter. I am delighted 
that Honiton Health Matters has chosen to help Honiton work towards becoming a mental health friendly community, one 
that is accepting of others and knows actively that it is ?good to talk?.  I will do all that I can to support this very worthy 
project and and any volunteer-led community project that aims to improve or nurture the health - physical and mental - 
and wellbeing of all  members of our community.?

Heather Penwarden Awarded British Empire Medal (BEM)



THE ARTS SOCIETY HONITON
Although some of us can and do paint that?s not what our 
Society is about. We?ve had a name change. We used to 
be NADFAS but no one knew what that meant. Now we 
are a branch of The Arts Society which makes people 
think they have to be able to draw or paint, so we are 
hardly better off! 

So, what do we do? The monthly lecture programme forms 
the backbone of our Society. We meet at The Beehive in 
Honiton on the second Tuesday of the month at 2 o?clock 
from October to June to hear lectures from nationally 
renowned experts which are full of pictures, and recently 
music. The variety of our programme is well reflected by 
our recent lectures. In December we heard about 
?Christmas at Covent Garden?. Sarah Lenton told stories 
from behind the scenes of her many years of experience 
working at The Royal Opera House accompanied by some 
musical excerpts from ballets for the festive season. Liz 
Gray, our Visits Secretary, has organised a trip to Sicily for 
some of our members in March. To whet our appetites the 
January lecture, held on the wet afternoon of Storm 
Brendon, was about ?The Heritage of Sicily?. Sue Rollin 
talked about the buildings of the Greeks and Romans and 
how the Normans were able to assimilate all these 
influences into their culture. She told us that the volcanic 
soil on the slopes of Mount Etna produces distinct grapes 
and blood oranges. The pictures of sunny skies were most 
welcome! 

In March we are going to have a virtual tour of ?Big Ben? 
from a former London police officer and now City of 

London tour guide. On the first Tuesday in April, Paul 
Chapman is talking about ?Post War Australian Painting?. 
We received particularly good feedback after our lecture 
by Lars Tharp from The BBC Antiques Roadshow in 
October on ?Harlots, Rakes and Crashing China? which 
looked at Hogarth?s influence on ceramics and the way he 
portrayed pottery in his drawings. We were delighted to 
welcome so many members of The Honiton Camera Club 
to our meeting on ?Landscape Photography? by one of the 
world?s leading landscape photographers.  

There are also visits to local places of interest often not 
generally available to members of the public and the 
possibility of joining trips abroad. Social events are held 
throughout the year. Members also can participate in 
special study days organised by the South West area 
organisation of The Arts Society and will be sent copies of 
the high quality national magazine which contains articles 
about exhibitions and events around the country. 

Although the new name might cause some confusion you 
can see that it well describes the breadth of arts subjects 
covered in our talks; you can enjoy a wider appreciation of 
the arts in Honiton without having to take up painting or 
even lift your pencil, or your paintbrush. See our website 
for further details, www.theartssocietyhoniton.org.uk, 
or come along to one of our lectures as a visitor. 

No Paintbrush Required at The Arts Society Honiton! 

David Ward, Vice-chairman and Marjorie-Anne Howe, Secretary, 
The Arts Society Honiton 



NEW TO OUR HIGH STREET

Kate Dixon Photography opened up at the top of town 
during the start of December. A shop to help you bring your 
photos to life, you can print them out, put them in frames or 
even get them put onto mugs. There is also now a service 
where you can have your old slides made digital; all you 
need to do is bring in the slides and a memory stick. 

I have been photographing weddings and families now 
since 2011 and I have genuinely loved every single minute! 
I?ve always loved photography and the way that images 
can help you remember how you felt during different times 
in your life, which is perhaps what drew me into the 
wedding industry, letting couples relive those moments 
throughout their marriage. 

I used to do this alongside my full-time admin job in Exeter 
and finally took the plunge at the end of 2018 to go full 
time. It seemed that the natural next step for me was to set 
up a base somewhere special and after moving to Honiton 
with my partner Stuart and dog Oska, I have really come to 
love the neighbourly environment the town has offered. 
Since opening my shop, I have had such a warm welcome 

from the community and 
now can?t imagine 
opening up anywhere 
else. I would just like to 
thank everyone for their 
support and as a thank 
you I?m giving everyone 
who enquires or books a 
family shoot in store 25% 
off all year.

59 High Street, Honiton

07837 435803

Kate Dixon Photography

A new business in Honiton, ?East Devon Lock & Key? opened its doors on 1st November 
last year, in the former Power Shoes premises at 126 High Street (next door to the Air 
Ambulance shop). Its owner, Dean Auton, has many years experience in domestic and 
commercial locksmithing in the South West, working for both private and corporate 
customers. This has ranged from broken key extraction and lock changes to the design 
and installation of master suite systems used in schools, hotels and offices. 

The locksmith services provided include lock, padlock and security product sales; 
keycutting; master suite systems; and keyed alike locks for domestic applications (when 
one key opens multiple locks). A lock installation & repair service is also offered and 
specialist staff will attend your home by appointment to diagnose and fix faults.  Repairs 
and adjustments are also offered for uPVC doors. Do you struggle to lock your uPVC 
door, having to forcefully lift the handle in order to turn the key? If so your door is likely to 

be out of alignment and this can lead to premature failure of the locking system. If this sounds familiar, do pop into the 
shop or give Dean a call. Other services and products available include pet tag engraving; watch battery/strap 
replacement; shoe care products (laces, polishes, insoles etc) and a very good range of domestic batteries, including 
numerous coin battery types. The shop also acts as an agency for the previous occupiers, Power Shoes, so please 
continue to bring your shoes, boots and other repairs to the shop; the work will still be undertaken by Steve and Cindy. 
East Devon Lock and Key also operates in conjunction with Ideal Dry Cleaners - collections take place three times a 
week on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  

Whatever your query, Dean and his staff will be pleased to help. Why not pop in and have a chat? Opening hours are 
Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm and on Saturday morning from 9am to 1pm. They look forward to seeing you. 

126 High Street, Honiton /  01404 47052

East Devon Lock & Key



Another of  the recently presented recipients of the 
Legion d'Honneur was a local WW2 veteran who 
served in the Royal Navy during the Second World 
War. He is 96 year old James Tomlinson who had 
lived in Old Feniton for the past 35 years, and who 
died on 6th December, not long after his wife 
Dorothy?s death. 

Mr Tomlinson was a veteran of WW2, joining the 
Royal Navy Voluntary Reserve in 1941, who, after 
serving on minesweepers mostly in the Irish Sea, 
was given a commission. Following his promotion 
he was posted to landing crafts. At this time he was 
appointed to Second in Command of LCT 975 

which was involved in the D-Day landings on Omaha Beach on 6th June 1944. He 
was about to be posted to the Far East but the end of WW2 put a stop to that. 

After his discharge from the Royal Navy, and his marriage on 31st March 1947 to 
Dorothy, together they emigrated to Rhodesia in 1956, followed by further moves to 
South Africa and then Rhodesia again, where Jim pursued a successful career until 
his retirement when they returned to England and settled in Feniton. 

Ernst Peters

The decoration of Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur is awarded by the French President to members of 
many nations for service to France and is a fitting tribute to all who receive it.

 In Memory of James Tomlinson 
    12-12-1922 to 06-12-2019 

Clifford Wensley at 101 years of age is the oldest resident of Gittisham.  As if this 
distinction were not enough, he has also very recently been awarded the Legion 
d?Honneur medal from the French Government for his Service in the D-Day+3 
Normandy Landings in 1944.  

Before joining the army, Cliff, as he is commonly known, had lived and worked on local 
farms in this area, having being born at Southcott Farm, Sheldon, and from there 
moving on to work on farms in and around Luppitt.  What makes Cliff a true hero is that 
before World War II he maintains he had only travelled ?about as far as Honiton . . .?    

So Cliff, born in the closing months of World War I, was called to War in 1939 and 
enlisted into the Queen?s Royal Regiment; just ?a cog in the wheel, doing my bit.? In 
1940, with his regiment, Cliff was posted to France, taking part in the evacuation from 
Dunkirk, before moving on to North Africa (Desert Rats), Egypt, El Alamein and Tunis. 

Cliff can remember vividly ?hiding in the dunes of Dunkirk, while being shot at by German Spitfires? and subsequently 
?running down the beach and paddling through the water to reach one of the waiting boats.?    

Early on in 1944 Cliff could be found in Salerno, Italy, and then, by joining The 4th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment, found  
himself washed up on the beaches of Normandy two weeks after D-Day - and entered straight into the battle for Caen, 
where his regiment suffered heavy losses.  The regiment was then redeployed for the assault on Mount Pincon, where 
again there was heavy fighting in mountainous terrain. The Battalion?s last action in Normandy was to cross the River 
Seine alongside their sister the 5th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment, sailing in small boats at Vernon ? the first allied troops to 
cross the river under enemy fire.  Cliff, with his regiment, continued along the Seine into Belgium and Holland, crossing 
the Rhine at Arnhem before finding himself in Bremen, Germany in 1945.  His final act of service was assisting in the 
rehabilitation and dispersement from the Belsen Bergen Concentration Camp.

As his son, Derek Wensley was heard to say, ?So, clearly one way of seeing some of the world outside Devon, but not on 
the tourist trail!?

With grateful thanks to Cliff's son Derek Wensley and grandson Stephen Wensley for all the factual information. 

Sadly, Cliff died at his home in Gittisham on 13 January 2020.
May he rest in peace.

Clif f  Wensley

CHEVALIER DE LA LEGION D'HONNEUR



 ANTIQUES SHOWCASE

?What?s it worth?? ? a question that might be asked out of simple curiosity or 
legal necessity; whichever, it is a question that Chilcotts? valuers handle on a 
daily basis.

?One of the main aspects of our work is appraising items,? said principal 
Auctioneer, Duncan Chilcott, ?either in readiness for sale by auction or as a 
requirement for a valuation report such as for Probate, Insurance or Family 
Division.?

Every Friday morning Chilcotts hold drop-in valuation mornings at the Silver 
Street Saleroom, adjacent to the Honiton Community College; people bring 
in all sorts of things arriving in all manner of vehicles! Last year, it was at 
one of these drop-in mornings that Duncan discovered a tiny Chinese Vase 
that eventually went on to sell for over £400,000.

Every third Friday of the month Chilcotts? jewellery specialist offers this 
service, by appointment, to people thinking of selling jewellery ? the next 
one of the year will take place on 21st February. This verbal service is free 
for those considering selling their items through Chilcotts.

For those who sadly need a Probate valuation, the team at Chilcotts handle 
their situation with sensitivity. These written valuations are chargeable at an hourly rate and are produced for solicitors, 
family members or other executors.

When it comes to insurance, people find that they are over or under insured. ?Values go up and down, having an up to 
date valuation could save money in the long run ? if the premiums are based on an unnecessarily high value,? said 
Duncan.

For more details of Chilcotts? valuation services look on the company?s website, or pop in and see them next to 
the Community College, down Silver Street, Honiton.

Valuation services at Chilcotts



Oyez, Oyez, Oyez - in  July 2021 Honiton Hot Pennies will be 
celebrating bringing the community together for 800 years of continuous 
tradition.

Going back to 1221 the town has gathered - originally to pick up hot 
chestnuts but more recently to pick up hot pennies thrown by the more 
affluent members of the community to the "peasants". These days, of 
course, it has become a fun event for everyone, but particularly children, 
to scramble for the coins thrown from various locations around the town.

Hot Pennies is organised by a very small committee as a not-for-profit 
organisation and we would like to hear from anyone who would like to 
help us make sure that the 800th anniversary is celebrated in style - a 
time for the town to remember.

If you would like to be involved, - and especially if you have ideas of 
how to make this memorable day special - we would love to hear 
from you. Please contact Dave Retter on 07761 926628 or Lyn 
Hargood on 07455 599881. 

2019 was the 50th anniversary of the formation of Riding 
for the Disabled Association (RDA) to bring therapy, 
achievement and fun of horses to disabled children and 
adults. Although this is a national charity there are 514 
groups across the country with many independently 
funded and run by volunteers. East Devon RDA is one 
such group and we also celebrated our 30th anniversary in 
2019. To celebrate these occasions our last lesson of the 
term was full of fun and games and at the end each rider 
was presented with a golden rosette. 

Our riders from around East Devon are children and adults 
of all ages and disabilities; physical, mental, behavioural 
and sensory. The volunteers are a group of mixed aged 
local people with a variety of knowledge and experience of 
horses. Each rider is assigned side-walkers and a horse 
leader in order to encourage and direct the riders to follow 
the coaching provided by our instructor. 

We are always looking for volunteers who are willing to 
spare a few hours each week to help run and support our 
riders. Our lessons are held each Thursday and Friday 
afternoon during school term time at Hitts Barton 
Equestrian Centre Nr Whimple. Experience of horses is 
not necessary as we have a progressive training plan for 
all our volunteers. 

If you would be interested in joining our team either as 
a volunteer or a rider, please give Carol a ring on 
01884 266127 or email  - EastdevonRDA@gmail.com 

Riding for the Disabled Association 

Honiton Hot Pennies needs your help to Celebrate 800 Years

Why Not Become a Community Champion for Honiton in 2020?
Honiton Health Matters is part of a new East Devon health & wellbeing partnership which will be training  ?Community 
Champions? over the next few months. Funding has been provided for specialist training between now and April. We 
especially invite people who are keen to know more about supporting young people struggling with mental wellbeing to 
contact us on honitonhealthmatters.co.uk or contact Steve Craddock on cradman24@outlook.com

The long-term hope is to have a network of 15-20 Champions in sports clubs, support groups, schools, churches, cafes, 
hairdressers and local shops. These folks will be better equipped to recognise, understand  and confidently know how to 
listen and direct those struggling with mental wellbeing.

TIME TO GET INVOLVED



NATURE NOTES

4.  Beavers

Many readers will have already heard the news that early 2020 is the time when the 
Government will decide whether or not to let the Beavers remain on the River Otter. The news 
to brighten February is that they are regular visitors to Honiton. They have recently been seen 
in the river at Clapper Lane Bridge just below the Primary School and there are also signs of 
them gnawing at bankside Willows by Tracey Bridge.  Like our resident Otters which swim and 
fish in the river every night, the Beavers are nocturnal and often go unseen during the winter 
months. However I will be paying regular night time visits to our local bridges this month to see 
if I can get glimpse of these magnificent creatures.

Four Things to Brighten February

1.  Hazel Catkins 

When I was a kid our regular Sunday afternoon family walks in February usually involved 
picking Hazel Catkins or ?Lambs Tails? as we used to call them. On a recent country walk I 
picked some more and I?m looking at them in a pot by my fireplace as I?m writing these 
notes. They provide the first colour in a wood or hedge with their yellow tassels on bare 
branches signalling the start of the growing year. These catkins are the male flower heads of 
the Willow and are a vital food source for early bees and on a breezy day send a cloud of 
golden pollen into the air.

2.  Goldfinches

Nearly everyone I know who puts out feed for the birds has Goldfinches in their garden and 
they certainly provide a glimpse of colour on a grey February day. Numbers of these colourful 
birds have increased dramatically since the early 1990?s. Evidence from British Trust for 
Ornithology Bird Feeding Survey suggests that this increase is likely to be associated with 
introduction of Sunflower hearts and Niger seed to garden feeding stations. We regularly have 
flocks of up to 40 at our Honiton garden feeders which we top up with Sunflower hearts every 
day. If you?ve not yet tried them, why not buy a bag and give your garden birds a treat.

Goldfinch photo courtesy of Chris Grady

3.  Primroses

Although they don?t usually appear in flower until March, in the last few years Primroses have 
been flowering in our country lanes from mid bruary. If you look carefully you will note that in 
any stretch of primroses along a hedge or bank there may well be a variance in colour of 
these flowers from deep yellow to pale cream. You will note white flowers with a pale yellow 
eye and there is also a pink variety, sometimes described as rhubarb and custard. Whatever 
their colour they are a welcome sight to brighten any February day.

vernonwhitlock@aol.com



TALES FROM THE BEAT

The Value of Tea Drinking
In the days before mobile phones, Facebook and Twitter one of the main aids to police communication was tea drinking, 
as I found out on my first day's patrol at Honiton Police Station.  

After a few days with other officers showing me around the area I was given the keys to the Panda car, a list of enquiries, 
and off I went. After four hours I returned for my meal break only to meet the Sergeant who wanted to know why I hadn?t 
returned to the Station for the mid morning tea break? I had previously served in Cornwall where on an extremely rare, 
bitter snowy night I had been on foot patrol in Truro City Centre. As I was numb with the cold I returned to the Police 
Station five minutes early for my 1am meal break only to be dressed down by the Sergeant and sent out to walk around 
for another hour, so my reaction to my new Sergeant?s comment was one of shock. However after a short period I quickly 
realised that for Honiton Police Station the morning tea break was a key element in effective policing.

Regularly at 10.30 every morning everyone came into the tea room at the back of the Police Station for the mid morning 
tea break, and I mean everyone. Regular Officers were joined by CID, the Inspector, the Station typist, the Traffic 
Warden, Traffic Patrols and anyone else who was in the area. The Station cleaner served up the tea with a healthy dose 
of banter and the occasional, well actually essential, biscuit.  I soon learned that one of the real values of the tea break 
was to find out what was going on as everyone informally shared information on the state of crime, who was seen where, 
who was suspected of doing what and any other essential, and non essential, gossip that had been picked up. In other 
words you got to know everything that was going on.

At this point I feel I should point out that when I say say ?tea? I mean proper tea out of a large aluminium tea pot, none of 
those fancy tea bags or ?special? teas such as Earl Grey of Peppermint!  We made do with good old fashioned down to 
earth Brooke Bond or P.G.Tips and you had it as it came or not at all! 

Drinking tea was also an essential form of information gathering on the beat and the village Post Office was one of the 
key venues. Now for those of you reading this thinking ?what a waste of valuable police time? here is an example of how 
much time it saved. One morning we had a call from the Metropolitan Police Serious Crime Squad. Apparently one of 
their target criminals had rented a farmhouse on the outskirts of one of the villages on my beat and was believed to be 
meeting other suspected criminals in relation to something serious that was about to happen in London. The request was 

made that we set up surveillance to record the car numbers of those 
at the farmhouse.

As the farmhouse was on my beat the job was passed to me so I 
immediately rang the village Post Office, which was also one of my 
regular tea stops. Speaking to Gwen the Postmistress, she told me 
that Mabel the old lady who lived next to the farmhouse was both a 
customer and friend. A phone call was made to Mabel who told us that 
she was about to take her dog for a walk and that she would walk past 
the farm and surreptitiously make a note of the numbers of any cars 
parked in the area.  Sure enough twenty minutes later I got a call from 
Gwen with the registered numbers of four cars that were parked by 
the farmhouse.

I waited a couple of hours and then rang the Serious Crime Squad 
with the details. They were very impressed with the speed in which we 
had managed to set up surveillance and obtain the information they 
needed.  I never did mention how I obtained it and used the time I?d 
saved to have another cup of tea and see what more information I 
could glean!

Policing Honiton & the Villages in the 1970's and 80's provides a 
rich source of great stories. In this occasional series a retired 

rural bobby shares some memories





 WHAT'S ON

Honiton Garden Club launches its 2020 programme on 
Thursday 20 February with a talk by Sally Nex on 
"Gardening without Plastic". Sally is a well known local 
gardener and writer and we are looking forward to 
welcoming her back to our club.

Sally has become increasingly concerned about the 
thousands of tons of plastic polluting our oceans and 
beaches, having a devastating effect on marine 
ecosystems. UK gardeners currently get through about 
500 million plastic pots every single year ? as well as 
countless plastic plant labels, seed trays, bedding 
plant trays, polythene cloches? . 

Ever since 2017 Sally has been working to reduce, 
and where possible eliminate, the plastic from her garden and has written 
about her experiences each month throughout 2019 for The Garden (the 
RHS journal) and this talk is all about how you too can garden without 
plastic. 

Honiton Garden Club meets on the third Thursday of the month 
at St Paul's Church in the High Street in Honiton from 6.30-8pm 

with visits to local gardens taking the place of regular 
meetings on some months. Non-members are welcome to 
attend for £3 per meeting. Full details are available in the 

programme available at St Paul's.

Quiz Night  
Offwell Village Hall

 28 February 6.30 for 7pm
Popular quiz night in aid of St Mary's 

Church with Master Max Pipe running the  
evening.

Bar - Raffle - Ploughman's Supper

Tickets £5.00

Call 01404 830055/831520/831450 for 
information or tickets

Broadhembury Short Mat 
Bowls

Broadhembury Short Mat Bowls invite 
you to come along and join us on a 

Monday afternoon from 2pm until 4pm in 
the Memorial Hall, Broadhembury.

No previous experience is necessary and 
all equipment is supplied. The charge is 
£3 per session including tea and biscuits.

For further information, please call 
Jean Walters 01404 841403 or email 

staffordbartonfarm@gmail.com

Honiton Garden Club 
Thursday 20 February 6.30pm



 WHAT'S ON

The Christmas decorations have long been put away, 'Dry Veganuary' is kicking in, and 
only the ducks seem happy with the weather. All the signs point to one thing: it's time 
for pantomime!   

Honiton Community Theatre Company's annual panto hits The Beehive this February. 
This year, the tale of Dick Whittington provides the backdrop for a splendid evening of 
mayhem, mess and a bloke in a dress.  

Unlike many traditional panto plots, this one is rooted in fact. The real Richard 
Whittington (1350 - 1423) was a Gloucestershire-born politician and merchant who 
rose to the rank of Lord Mayor of London four times. His story passed into folklore, 
then became the subject of several popular ballads and plays over the centuries.   

The pantomime version began to evolve in the early 1800s into the raggle-taggle tale 
we know and love today: there's a cat, London's Bow bells, a journey from rags to 
riches, a Rat King, a perilous sea voyage, an evil witch and a funky sultan complete 
with a large harem of 'followers'. At The Beehive there'll also be plenty of chasing about 
and cheesy jokes, audience participation and jumping production numbers, a cracking 
live band, silliness, soppiness and a happy ending.   

There are faces both familiar and new in this year's cast: Hannah Mountain plays Dick, and Sarah Pottinger his love 
interest, Alice (Sarah is doubly busy as she is also the choreographer.) Tina Paveley is Evil Esmerelda, who is in league 
with King Rat, played by Josie Denning. HCTC newcomers Mark Usher and James Alsop play Alderman Fitzwarren and 
the Sultan respectively, while Andy Pottinger, Jaron Bonetta, Lou Pottinger and Sally Cregan also feature. And the bloke 
in the dress? None other than Warrant Officer of the Band of the Salamanca Rifles and Bugles, Richard Cregan. 

Produced by Lisa Sutton and directed by Shaun Bonetta, Dick Whittington is guaranteed to light up The Beehive from 
Tuesday 18th to Saturday 22nd February. Book now before seats are sold out.

Honiton Community Theatre
Dick Wittington at The Beehive, Honiton - 18th to 22nd February



 YOUR CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS
February 2020

Saturday 1st Comic Book Workshop, Thelma Hulbert Gallery 10.30 to 12.30 or 1.30 to 3.30 - Age 11+ - £10

Monday 3rd Honiton Baby Cafe, Children's Centre, Honiton Bottom Road - 10am to 11.30am (weekly)

Tuesday 4th Honiton Walking Club - Stockland area walk. Meet 1pm at Holy Family Catholic Church, Honiton

Keep Calm & Colour In - Adult colouring group. Honiton Library, 1pm to 3pm (weekly)

Whist at the Three Tuns, Honiton. 1.45pm for 2pm (weekly)

Wednesday 5th Bounce & Rhyme. Honiton Library from 9.30am to 10am & 11am to 11.30am (weekly)

Every Wednesday, Coffee Morning at Abbeyfield, Stanhope House, 10am to 12pm. All welcome.

Gittisham Folk Dance Club. Village Hall, 8pm to 10.15pm (weekly)

Computers for Beginners. Honiton Library (2 part free course - 2nd 12/2/20). Book 01404 42818

Thursday 6th Honiton Memory Cafe. Honiton Methodist Church, 2pm to 4pm

Saturday 8th Lego Club. Honiton Library, 10am to 12pm (weekly)

Yarcombe Village Market  - 10am to 12pm

50's Rockabilly with Delta 88. Honiton Conservative Club, 7.30pm - £5

Monday 10th Honiton Afternoon WI Meeting - Honiton Methodist Church, 2pm

Tuesday 11th Arts Society Honiton  - Big Ben (Tim Redmond), The Beehive at 2pm

Wednesday 12th Honiton Carers - Sleep & Relaxation with Devon Carers - Honiton Methodist Church 2pm to 4pm

Thursday 13th Honiton & District Flower Club. Offwell Village Hall, 2.15pm

Sat 16th/Sun 17th Escot Church Snowdrop Weekend, 10am-4pm

Sunday 16th Snowdrop Tea at  St Nicholas Church, Combe Raleigh. 2.30pm - 4.30pm

Monday 17th Whist Drive in aid of upgrading Smeatharpe Village Hall facilities. 7.30pm. 01823 601296

Tuesday 18th Honiton Walking Club -  Kerswell walk. Meet at 1pm, Holy Family Catholic Church, Honiton

Thursday 20th Honiton Garden Club - Gardening without Plastic (Sally Nex) - St Paul's, Honiton. £3 non members

Honiton Memory Cafe. Honiton Methodist Church, 2pm to 4pm

Saturday 22nd Artist Rooms - Richard Long, Being In the Moment - Thelma Hulbert Gallery (until 23 May)

Leanne (hits from the 50's to present day) - Honiton Conservative Club, 7.30pm  - £4

Tuesday 25th Action on Hearing Loss - Pop-up Information Stand - Honiton Library, 10.30am to 1pm

Wednesday 26th Early Years Workshop - Fun Creative Session for Babies/toddlers. Free. Thelma Hulbert Gallery

Honiton Carers - The Filo Project with Hospiscare. Kings House, Honiton 2pm to 4pm

Friday 28th Quiz Nght Offwell Village Hall.  Bar, Raffle, Ploughman's Supper £5. 01404 830055



FEBRUARY AT THE BEEHIVE

We leap in on Saturday 1st February with two screenings 
of Greta Gerwig?s beautiful, faithful adaptation of the 
Louisa May Alcott classic ?Little Women?(U). A wonderfully 
fresh,cleverly constructed take on the beloved story of the 
March sisters; four young women each determined to live 
life on her own terms, is both timeless and timely. You 
MUST see it! 

For Star Wars fans we have ?The Rise of Skywalker?(12A) 
at 7.30pm on Friday 7th; a fast-moving, action-packed, 
swashbuckling swords'n'sorcery space opera starring 
Daisy Ridley and the wonderful Adam Driver as Kylo Ren. 

On Saturday 8th ?Flats & Sharps? the fab four Cornish lads 
return to the Beehive with their bonkers Bluegrass energy, 
lush harmonies and stonking solos - come along for a 
great gig! 

There?s a filmed live performance of the Tony award 
winning musical ?Kinky Boots?(12A) on Friday 14th ? ? ? ?  
?A glorious high-kicking romp? (Evening Standard). Since 
winning the 2016 Olivier Award for Best New Musical, 
Kinky Boots is the winner of every major Best Musical 
award and is the hottest show in town! 

Dick Whittington is our fun-filled Panto for all the family 
over the half term holidays, with a cat, a camel, a lot of 
laughs, songs and sumptuous costumes this will be a treat 
from our very talented Honiton Community Theatre 

Company. The show runs from Tuesday 18th until 
Saturday 22nd. 

On Thursday 27th at 2pm we have ?Bedknobs & 
Broomsticks?(PG) This wonderful Disney classic will have 
us all singing along with Angela Lansbury and David 
Tomlinson - everyone and anyone is very welcome to this 
dementia and family friendly film. 

The ultimate Phil Collins era Genesis show is coming to 
the Beehive on Friday 28th with ?Genesis - Visible Touch? a 
brilliant tribute to Phil Collins and Genesis with a great line 
up of excellent musicians. Expect old classics alongside 
hits such as ?Turn It On Again?, ?Misunderstanding? and 
?Follow You Follow Me?. 

Finally, on Saturday 29th at 7.30pm we have a very 
special fund raising concert for The Forget Me Not project 
and Honiton Dementia Action Alliance - ?The Truth about 
Love: Bizet to Broadway? A delightful evening of musical 
entertainment full of popular tunes from the worlds of 
opera and musical theatre.  All proceeds from this one-off 
performance will go towards supporting people living with 
dementia in the Honiton area through the charities Action 
East Devon and Honiton Dementia Alliance. Tickets are 
£10 in advance and £12 on the door- if any are left! 

We all look forward to welcoming you to the Beehive very 

soon.  Wendy and t he Beehive t eam

A Fabulous February at The Beehive 



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES

ACTION ON HEARING LOSS IS CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS

If you can spare two to three hours per month to help people in your community, please come 
and be part of our team at Honiton Library.  Please call 01752 228657 or contact: 

Jason.sculthorpe@hearingloss.org.uk or Rosie.goodman@hearingloss.org.uk

Having difficulty with your hearing can impact your life on a multitude of levels; it can make socialising more 
difficult and prevent you accessing services and community clubs.

 Research has shown that it takes on average 10 years for people to address their hearing loss ? in that time 
their hearing can further deteriorate and other related problems like tinnitus can occur. 

Action on Hearing Loss is running monthly drop-in sessions at Honiton Library on the fourth Tuesday of every 
month from 10.30am until 1.00pm. Our dedicated volunteers are there to help you in a variety of ways: 

· Free quick and easy hearing checks    · Information and advice about hearing loss and tinnitus 
· Test out our sample equipment, from vibrating alarm clocks to TV listeners 

Upcoming dates are: 25th February, 24th March, 28th April, 26th May, 23rd June  

Honiton U3A will be meeting at The Beehive a little 
later in the month than normal - on Wednesday 26th 
February, when the speaker will be Timothy Phillips.

Timothy is Chairman of the National Piers Society and 
his talk is entitled ?Piers & Music? . He will explain that 
no two piers are the same, ranging from uncluttered 
decks to elaborate pavilions and he  will be exploring 
this iconic symbol of our British seaside. Entrance is 
free to members but visitors are welcome (Donation of 
£2.00) .  Doors open at 1.30pm for 2.00pm start.

For more information about the Honiton U3A visit 
our Website: https://u3asites.org.uk/honiton 

Worried about Your Hearing? 

Get Active with Honiton Walking 
Club!

Why don't you come along to one of our fortnightly 
walks, always on a Tuesday? We encourage car 
sharing and meet at 1pm (1.30pm in the summer) at 
The Holy Family Catholic Church. Our next walk is 
on 4th February in the Stockland area and then on 
18th February in Kerswell. Our 2020 Walk 
Programme and all the other information you need 
can be found on our Honiton Walking Club Website 
or on Facebook @HonitonWalkingClub. New 
members always welcome!



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES

During 2019, Honiton Young Farmers Club was very busy raising 
funds for Hospiscare, a charity close to many members hearts. 
Numerous events were organised including an auction of 
promises, a bingo night, a big breakfast, a Christmas tree 
collection and, to end the year, ten members participated in the 
Great West Run. In total the club raised a fantastic £11,837.99, 
which will go to this worthy cause. Sincere thanks are conveyed to 
everyone who has supported the club with these events.

Honiton Young Farmers Raise Thousands for Hospiscare

Honiton and District Lions Club had a very busy December but January was 
a reasonably quiet month for us with the exception of collecting unwanted 
gifts on our stall outside St Pauls Church on Saturday January 11th.

Any unwanted gifts you still have and would like to donate please ring Brian 
on 01404 43738 to arrange collection.

Coming up on Saturday March 7th we will be holding a sale of books and 
unwanted gifts plus a chance to come and meet the Lions and find out what 
we do. 

Throughout March and up to Easter we will again be having our giant Easter 
Egg Draw at local venues and a chance to win the egg for £1 a go with all 
profits going to local charities. 

Finally from all of us at The Lions Club thank you for all your continued 
support.

Any information you would like to know please give me a ring on 01404 
43738 and leave a message if unanswered. 

Lion Brian Richards - President Honiton and District Lions Club 

Honiton and District Lions Club

Did you hear the church bells ringing out on Christmas morning? Would you 
miss them if they didn?t and would Christmas be quite the same without the 
bells merrily ringing out? 

We make every effort to ensure the bells ring for special occasions, but not 
all towers have a sufficient number of  ringers, so several of us ring at more 
than one tower. As you make your New Year resolutions why not think 
about learning to ring being one of them. Whether experienced or a 
beginner you will be very welcome, for more details please contact Derek 
Ballard on 01404 42732 or your local tower captain. 

For the past several years the Combe Raleigh ringers have rung out the old 
year in a slow and stately style before ringing in the new in a merry and 
joyful manner. A number of villagers joined us in welcoming the New Year 
as we enjoyed mince pies and sparkling grape juice in its various forms. 

Looking ahead, our ringers are once again organising the Combe Raleigh 
Snowdrop Tea on Sunday 16th February from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. Come 
along, admire the snowdrops in the churchyard and enjoy a tea/coffee and 
cake in the church. There will, as usual, be snowdrops for sale. All 
proceeds go to St Nicholas' Church.

The Bell Ringers of Combe Raleigh

New Yoga Class in Honiton
A new opportunity to try yoga 

A workout that boosts your energy levels 
and calms your mind leaving you 

refreshed and relaxed

Tuesdays (excluding 3rd Tuesday of the 
month) 6.30-7.45pm

£8  - free taster session for your fiirst 
class

Suitable for all levels

Contact Alison Hayward 07986 179071

or haywarda3@gmail.com

for more informaiton

Trevor Hitchcock ? East Devon Branch, Guild of Devonshire Ringers



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES

The Association, one of the oldest in the village, held its AGM at the end of last year. It was well 
attended, possibly because of offering a warm Hall on a miserable night, good refreshments but also 
the chance to hear Dr Mick Street talk on the Disappearance of Pollinating Insects. It was a 
wonderful talk but it didn?t all make comfortable listening. Mick not only stressed the importance of 
the pollinators, their decreasing numbers, what we could all do to help and advice on beneficial 
shrubs and flowers, but also an insight into changing farming practices, especially with the use of 
pesticides, insecticides, herbicides etc. etc. Thanks to European legislation some of the worst 
chemicals are now banned but it?s fair to say that without the use of some form of chemical control 
then it?s likely that we would not produce sufficient food for the rapidly increasing world population. 
The conclusion? .TOO MANY PEOPLE ON THE EARTH ! Food for thought.

The meeting moved on to the usual AGM agenda and last year?s committee was returned en bloc to oversee yet another, 
hopefully, wonderful year. Brexit was not mentioned once! A new membership card was introduced outlining the 
programme for the year which was very full and reflected the Association?s membership of the RHS. All for two pounds a 
year per family. Cannot be bad.

Chris Harwood

Talaton Garden and Produce Association

Rotary Club of Otter Valley
We would like to thank all those who have helped 
the Rotary Club of Otter Valley over the festive 
period through donations at supermarkets and 
the sleigh, and by taking part in our Christmas 
Fun Santa Run.  

Rotary are looking at this year?s programme 
which will include Youth Presents Music and the 
Honiton Bike Race, together with further events 
which will be announced in the coming months. 

With regards to the Australian Bushfire disaster, 
we have Rotarians in the areas of Australia 
where help is most needed.   We are greatly 
appreciative of the reaction to the collections at 
Tesco in Honiton and we would like to warmly 
thank everyone who gave so generously.  The 
monies will go to help those who have lost 
everything in the fires. 

We are very pleased to announce that we have 
inducted Caroline Thornton from Honiton into our 
Club and we know that she will be an asset to 
our organization.  

If anyone from the Honiton area would also like 
to join us then please contact our secretary, 
David Roberts on 01404 813961 or email 
david.coral683844@btinternet.com You can also 
find us on Facebook.   

Barrie Jones   



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES

Honiton Carers Support Group very much enjoyed 
the hospitality of the Honiton Co-op store in Lace 
Walk (managed by Kathryn Baker) in November.

The Carers Group was celebrating Carers Rights 
Day, ?The Big Co-op Payout" for local causes 
covering the period ending October  2019, which 
awarded the Carers Group a final payment of 
£2,115.70.  The money funded a trip to Roadford 
Lake for 31 carers by coach with the balance going 
towards the carers' Christmas lunch at the Blue 
Ball Inn. For many this was their only Christmas 
lunch out. The Carers Group also celebrated 
having been chosen for the forthcoming 12 months 
as one of the Co-op?s three causes, this time to 
pay for the Carers Group Arts & Crafts project 
which commenced in January. 

The Carers Group is immensely grateful to the Co-op and all its customers who voted for us.
Honiton Carers Support Group would like to thank Kathryn Baker and all her staff for welcoming us so warmly, as well as 
Sally Ann Thomas, the Co-op Members Pioneer, who travelled quite some distance to be with us.  Last but not least we 
would like to thank all our volunteers who help, fundraise and support us.

Honiton Carers Celebrate Support from The Co-op

For more information about Honiton Carers Support Group please contact 
Winnie Cameron on winniekjaer@btinternet.com or telephone 07974 636926.



 CLUBS, GROUPS & SOCIETIES

Christmas Dinner for ROBOTs
The Retired Old Boys Of Talaton ventured out in December, accompanied by 
partners, for their annual Christmas Dinner . This year a hale and hearty, well, 
reasonably so, group of 40 met in the Thirsty Farmer Inn Whimple, for what was a 
really great evening. Wonderful meal and venue and really great company.

The group has only been formed for just over a year but it has had a great year with 
walks, trips to the races, Beer Caves, a conducted tour and talk on Ottery Church, not 
to mention its monthly meet and meal in the Talaton Inn . Run very informally without 
the awful ?run by the Committee? system it really has brought together a group of 
people from all walks of life, different professions and employment and created a real 
group of friends.

The forthcoming year already beckons with a great programme of events including involvement with village projects and 
help with various village events.

My goodness, not really robotic ROBOTs but very alive and active. Really must check the retired status of one or two!

Chris Harwood

We are a new community group serving Honiton and the surrounding areas. As a 
completely independent service we are here to provide free, confidential, impartial 
information and advice on a range of subjects including problems with benefits 
(including disability benefits and form completion), debt and money, housing, 
employment, family and personal issues, consumer issues and immigration. 

We offer advice to anyone facing any kind of problem, enabling them to gain the 
knowledge and confidence to decide on their next steps. Our friendly, experienced 
volunteers are available at local weekly sessions on a Monday morning from 9.30am 
in St Michael?s Centre, Orchard Way and on Friday mornings from 9.30am in Honiton 
Surgery, Marlpits Lane (open to all, not only patients). Appointments will also be 
available when appropriate. 

Bell ringers, euphonium players and sheep farmers; artists, organic gardeners and world 
travellers congregate on regular occasions down in the deepest reaches of Upottery?s 
Manor Rooms to play in the friendliest of days and nights. The long-established club enjoys 
a competitive edge within a convivial atmosphere allowing all to achieve their own standard 
of play. Here players can simply have a roll up or pursue the dream of mastering the highly 
technical game that Short Mat Bowls can be. During most of the club?s lifetime they have 
competed in the East Devon league which spans from edge of Exeter to just over the 
Dorset & Somerset borders. Over the years the highs and lows of both the afternoon and 
evening teams have witnessed movement across the full spectrum from dropping a division 
or two to becoming Supreme Champions throughout the area. Several longer-term 
members been chosen for Devon County, which in turn enables members to raise their own 
games. 

The sport as a whole is not expensive and newcomers can defer their choice of customised bowls. Many members use 
second hand bowls whilst others have bright colours, sizes and weight of bias.  

Our colleagues from the long mat world poo-poo the incorporation of the centre block - that is until they try the format, 
then it is beyond their ken! The sport itself was started in Ireland, soon afterwards adopted throughout England, initially in 
villages supported by the government as an encouragement not to migrate to city life. From there it naturally grew, with 
special ?level? floors be installed until in more recent times dedicated sports centres using spirit level finishes covered with 
dedicated manufactured mats. 

Upottery SMBC welcomes you to take up this international sport. Just contact Jurassic.bowls@gmail.com 

Averil of HCAS

Short Mat Bowls in Upottery 

Honiton Community Advice Service

Please drop in to any session to speak with an adviser ? we shall be pleased 
to help you. 

Averil Steedman and Jane Hopson-Hill



SPORT

Did you know? 

Did you know that Honiton Judo Centre has been running Saturday 
morning classes here in the town at Honiton Leisure Centre for more 
than twenty years! 

About Judo 

Firstly Judo is fun! It?s for boys and girls aged 4 up. Judo is a wonderful 
confidence building exercise. It?s not all fight; self discipline, and respect 
for one and other, are an integral part of training. Not everyone wants to 
be a champion, but everyone likes to enjoy themselves ? that?s Judo. 

About Honiton Judo Centre  

Honiton Judo Centre is one of twelve classes belonging to Devon Judo 
Centres. Ruth Goldman, a Black Belt 5th Dan, is the teacher at Honiton 
on Saturday mornings 11.30 ? 12.30. 

Honiton Judo Centre

A little more about Ruth and the club 

Ruth started her Judo career at the age of six. She became a junior black belt prior to 
progressing into the senior ranks age sixteen. 

To mark their progress as a junior, boys and girls are awarded coloured tabs to sew on their 
belts. Grading examinations are held three times a year so there is plenty of opportunity to 
progress. And then there are other events held locally including fun residential weekends at 
Tiverton. And one major event of the year is our national course at Exmouth with our guest 
teacher, the National Chief Coach of British Police Judo. 

In 1982 Ruth represented Great Britain in the six nations tournament held in France. She took 
the Bronze medal! Ruth is the daughter of Devon?s Judo Ace John Goldman, 7th Dan. John is 

known nationally and internationally for his special approach to teaching youngsters. Ruth appears as a model in all five 
of John?s published books on the martial arts. 

Apart from Ruth?s expertise on the mat, for which she holds several 
teaching qualifications including the UKCC (United Kingdom Coaching 
Award), Ruth also has a diploma in childcare. Ruth is, as are all tutors, fully 
insured. 

Want to know more? 

Please email Ruth at 
ruth.goldman@tiscali.co.uk or text/call on 
07891794057 or just call in at the Leisure 

Centre on a Saturday morning. 

Also do take a look at our website 
www.devonjudocentres.co.uk for lots of 

information and photos

What do I need to start? 

Just a pair of jogging bottoms, or shorts, and a tee shirt will be fine; and a smile and clean feet of course! 

A message to all would-be Judo champs 

If you?d like to have a free go, why don?t you come along one Saturday morning (bring an adult to fill in the consent form). 
Ruth will give you an information pack and answer any questions. 

We aim to focus on a local sport each month - if you would like us 
to highlight your club please contact us at 

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



ABBEYFIELD - HONITON SOCIETY

Stanhope House  is one of Abbeyfield?s Independent 
Living Homes. It is situated on the High Street just a short 
walk from the facilities of the town (shops, library, 
churches, restaurants etc). Honiton has great transport 
links, a regular bus service to surrounding towns and 
villages and a train for access further afield as well as the 
main road to the West Country. 

The house is made up of 10 bedsit style rooms where 
residents from all walks of life can benefit from living in a 
communal setting but remain independent. Outside of their 
bedsit style rooms, residents are encouraged to spend 
time in the communal lounge and dining room where they 
can watch TV or socialise, play games or read books from 
the library area. There is a pleasant garden to sit in and 
enjoy the sunshine or potter and tend to pruning and 
weeding. 

 Over the past few years the house has been updated and 
decorated to provide a warm and welcoming atmosphere. 
A newly designed lounge and dining area is planned for 
this coming year to help keep the place fresh and modern. 

There are few staff at the house, making it feel like a 
family environment. The House Manager oversees the 
general running of the House and lives on site providing 
support during the night if emergencies arise. A catering 
manager and cook provide nourishing, home cooked food 
daily for the residents to enjoy; this is served in our 
communal dining area, providing companionship and 
social interaction daily. Cleaning staff maintain the resident 
bathrooms and the communal areas making sure no 
surface is overlooked. The Executive Committee, which is 
made up of volunteers are on hand to make sure that all is 
run as effectively and as smoothly as possible. 

Despite being an independent living establishment, the 
House Committee is run entirely by volunteers who 

arrange events, excursions and activities. There are trips 
to the local garden centres, visits to theatre productions 
and day trips down to the local coast where residents 
lunch on fish and chips. Speakers and entertainment 
groups are also invited into the home on a regular basis.  

The house welcomes volunteers  and friends of all ages 
and from all backgrounds. Volunteers are well supported 
by the manager and chairperson and a robust introduction 
programme is place. Training, both formal and informal, is 
offered to support personal development.  

Stanhope prides itself on the high standard of living it 
provides to elderly citizens. It operates a friendly service, 
is home to first class facilities and a pleasant and 
welcoming atmosphere, providing the perfect home from 
home environment for all to enjoy.  

If you would like more information about volunteering 
with us or to come and visit please contact us at:  

Abbeyfield Honiton Society Ltd, Stanhope, 
36 High Street, Honiton, EX14 1PJ 

Telephone: 01404 43322 

Email : Abbeyfield-honiton@abbeyfield.com
or bev@stanhope-honiton.co.uk 

Stanhope Independent Living Home 





VILLAGE & TOWN NEWS
Presentation for John at Smeatharpe Village Hall

During the interval of the very popular Smeatharpe Christmas carol singalong, Mrs Irene Pym 
MBE, a former resident of Smeatharpe, returned to present  John Cornish with a framed 
certificate and a voucher in recognition of his 50 years as Treasurer of the Smeatharpe Village 
Hall and the way he has always carried out many other jobs to benefit the hall.

During the last weekend of the year Andy Page with his team of helpers hoisted the new louvres 
that he has made for the bell tower into place. The old rotten windows were removed and for a 
short time a temporary covering kept the wind and weather from the delicate machinery of the 
church clock. The narrow spiral staircase, which I am informed is built so that a swordsman can 
defend himself without hitting the walls, makes transporting large pieces of equipment or 
furniture impossible, so items are hoisted up to the roof from outside the tower, a job which was 
completed on Sunday morning. (Luckily we do not meet many swordsmen these days). 
Congratulations to the team and many thanks. 

I am told that there are always 39 steps to a bell tower, which is why John Buchan?s book was so 
named; I wonder whether this is true? Whilst thinking about the difficulties of accessing the tower, grateful thanks are 
uttered by all who regularly pass that way to John Salter who, after slipping and sliding down some considerable distance 
in years gone by, had the thought of hanging the rope handrail round the core of the stairs. 

Honiton Community Christmas Day Lunch
The fifth consecutive Community Christmas Day Lunch was a huge success, thoroughly 

enjoyed by all who attended.

Sincere thanks are extended to all our sponsors:

The Beehive; Mark & Sian Dalrymple; Honiton & District Round Table; Tony Quick of Forest 
Produce; Ann Wilson of Happy Humbug; Maurice Annison; Carol & Frank Hayes; Stockland 

Village Hall; Honiton Evangelical Congregational Church; Steve Miller Ratcliffe; Sharon Thorne; 
Joy Davenport & Complete Meats; Bella Italia; the Honiton Wine Bar; TRIP.

... and a special thank you to an incredible team of volunteers:

Dawn & Mike Mulrain; Jane & Martin Davies; Vernon Whitlock; Dawn Enticott; Charlotte & Emily 
White; Ian Jeeves; Niki Wayne; Win Cameron; Don Mitchell; Dora Hargreaves; Jan & Danielle 
Clark; Penny, David & Emily John; Gerald Antipatin; Bev Faulkner; Marion Sawl; Dinah Johns; 

Vanessa Smith; David Jackson; Rachel Snell; The Ohlsens.

Generous donations received at the event have been shared between 
The Samaritans of Exeter, Mid & East Devon; Sue Ryder and The Beehive.

Yarcombe Bell Tower Repairs Completed



H&VN MEMBERSHIP

HONITON & VILLAGE NEWS MEMBERSHIP

Would you like to be guaranteed a copy of H&VN each month and even have it 
delivered straight to your door?

The annual subscription for this service is just £30.00 - and it is also a great way to 
support this publication financially.

For further information, please contact us on 07596 119651 or email 
honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

We look forward to hearing from you!
Thank you for your commitment to our free community magazine.





A WALK FOR FEBRUARY
A Trip along the Coly

Map OS Explorer 116 ? Lyme Regis and Bridport. 1:25000. 

About 21/2  hours. 6.5 miles 

Yes, bit of a drive to Colyton but has to be worth it. Could be the best walk yet. Easy 
grade. Magical walk along the River Coly, two long stunning stony tracks and views 
to die for ? well, to enjoy. Can enjoy the café (if it?s open) in very ancient Colyton. 

Failing that, enjoy a flask and sandwich beside the river!

Drive to Colyton, and park beside the ancient, listed, Chantry Bridge (GR 2448 9426) If in doubt, ask for directions once 
in the village square but roughly pass through the square and drop down to the right. Very narrow roads! 

From here, with the River Coly on your left follow the East Devon Way which is very clearly marked and even sports a 
number of bench seats for weary travellers. At one point you will meet a drainage channel from the right but it can be 
crossed easily by a single plank or, for the wary, move along to the right by some oaks and use a small bridge. Stay by 
the river and find an interesting piece of river sculpture in the form of a large banked curve. Could be an old river course 
or deliberate river diversion. Follow it round to a small gate and bridge. Very soon find a ford and substantial metal 
footbridge. Stay on your course along the river. It?s not possible to describe this beautiful walk adequately ? flowers, fish, 
egrets, trees, meadows... Eventually the river takes a large curve and you will find yourself following a tributary off to the 
right. See a large farm on the opposite side. Just stay beside this tributary and you will emerge on to a lane via an old 
wooden kissing gate, beside a fine old stone bridge. 

Right here, sadly leaving the East Devon Way, and in about 500 yds. having passed Barritshayes, come to Lawdeshayne 
Farm. Take the first main entrance into the yard passing the pink farmhouse on your right. Follow the concrete track 
which very soon changes to a wide stony track. Never mind the lack of sign posting here, just enjoy this incredible track. 
Wide, dry, bathed in flowers and ferns and meandering uphill between rich hedgerows. And the views! Magic. Near the 
top on a bend at a very obvious fork, bear right and continue to enjoy this gem. At a clearing, beside a ruined building, 
bear left through a metal gate, uphill until at last you reach a minor road at Crookham Cross ? no cross here! 

Move right down the road and take a moment to soak up the views from this ridge. In about 500yds, on a corner where 
the road starts to drop move right on to the stony track to the right. This is Downhayne Brake Road. Origin? This lane 
completes the magic. Follow it down to the minor road at Red Cross. No cross here, either! Left here then on the corner 
move right on to yet a bit more stony track. In about 50yds, at a triangular intersection, move on right, down the track. 
Stay on the main track to where it meets the made up lane. Right and then at the Public Highway bear left but almost 
immediately right on to the Bridleway. At the bottom, over the stile ? or through the gate ? and down to the river. At about 
50 yds. before the river, at a hedge corner, bear left across the open pasture to eventually meet the river bank. (Probably 
easier to just get to and follow the river bank from the start). You will no doubt recognise this area from the start of your 
walk. Onwards to the old bridge and hopefully your car. Now it?s time to sample the Colyton coffee and cakes. (Or, finish 
the flask and sandwiches).    

 

 



PERSONAL MESSAGES

Many thanks to everyone who helped 
make the St Paul's Christmas Tree 

Festival such a success - and particular 
thanks to the Reverend Canon Andrew 

Beane, Archdeacon of Exeter, for 
opening the event - it looks like he 

enjoyed the magazine!

Julia Beaman

1st February 2020

Frances was brought up in London and she 
remembers her father used to look after the 
horses in The Royal Mews. Her married life 
was spent in Poole and then after a brief spell 
in Australia she and her son Tony moved to 
Honiton seventeen years ago.

She is delighted that she is still in her own 
home, being looked after by Tony and a lovely 
group of visiting carers and she finds it hard to 
believe that she has reached such a special 
birthday.

Happy 100th Birthday to 
Frances Rostrum!
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